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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    

THE ARCHES APPOINT NEW ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

The Arches, one of Europe’s leading multi-arts venues, has appointed Jackie Wylie as its new Artistic Director. She will take up the post with immediate effect.

Jackie’s appointment is a clear demonstration of the strength and depth of the team at The Arches as she is currently Arts Programmer for the venue, having joined the organisation in 2004.

Commentating on her appointment Lesley Thomson, Chair of The Arches said; “We are delighted that Jackie will become Artistic Director as we feel she has the ambition and vision to take the venue forward to even greater success locally, nationally and internationally.

“We feel there are many opportunities for us to continue our work to encourage ground-breaking creativity, with a year-round programme of live music, club nights, theatre, corporate events and visual art that engages and inspires audiences of all ages.”   

The appointment comes a after an extensive recruitment and search process led by the Board and supported by external expertise that attracted a strong field of candidates from throughout the UK and overseas.

Jackie Wylie said; “My first experience of The Arches was as a young performer in the immensely inspiring atmospherics of the studio theatre with my own emergent theatre company. 

“I am therefore tremendously proud to be in the position of continuing The Arches’ ethos of supporting brave new talent and am thrilled to be working with the team to find new ways of rewarding innovation and encouraging courageous creativity.”

Jim Tough, Acting Chief Executive, Scottish Arts Council said: “This is great news. Jackie has the energy and flair to keep The Arches pushing forward.  She’s shown a keen eye for the up and coming and is sure to build on the achievements of The Arches team.”

Since joining The Arches in August 2004 Jackie has fostered an increasing international outlook for the Arches whilst maintaining a keen awareness of The Arches role in providing audiences and artists with the confidence to explore experimental theatrical forms.

She has overseen a significant expansion in The Arches key festivals introducing new, daring, physical and visual work to Glasgow audiences including groundbreaking performances from the T.E.A.M, Ann Liv Young and Akhe.

She has also ensured the status of the venue as the key provider of support for emergent artists in Scotland and as such the national leader in unearthing innovation, bravery and risk taking across all performance disciplines including the introduction of Scratch and The Arches Brick Award. 
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